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Back to School

By: Victor L.

As school got underway remotely, administrators were planning for hybrid learning and getting students  

back into the building. Two smaller groups would return to  school on varying days for the whole morning 

except for a completely virtual Wednesday. Now, going back to school is terrific, you get to meet teachers 

in person, teaching is easier than all the zoom mechanics, and you get to see some of your friends and 

classmates for the first time, or again, but this time with a mask. But as always, there are serious 

concerns that come with this new situation. Movement must be at a distance and getting to the restroom 

or to get out of class has become complicated. Unless an effective method is created to prevent this, 

germs could be easily transmitted. And even if there are less people inside the building, it still can 

transmit which requires us to be extra careful not assemble into large groups such as a class. So why 

does this matter? This matters because Newton needs to know that it is their responsibility to keep us 

safe from a virus that is rapidly spreading throughout the US and is taking time to fix. Even though we 

need to hold Newton accountable for our safety we also need to hold each other accountable, this means 

staying apart from each other, wearing masks at all t imes, using sanitizer, ensuring only 2 people in the 

bathroom at a time, and basic hygiene. This also means speaking out when you don?t have a mask or 

need help with something. In the end it?s Newton's responsibility to keep us safe and when to cancel 

school, and ours to stay safe at school.



Oak Hill Goes HYBRID

 
By: Roaa B. Kiran A. Diya S.

As of November 16, 2020, hybrid learning started, providing students with the opportunity to go to school at Oak Hill Middle School. It is the 
alternative for the Distance Learning that we have been doing since March 2020. If you are worried about the Coronavirus, then rest assured that 
everyone will be wearing masks and staying 6 feet away from each other. If this doesn't reassure you, then you have the option of continuing 
Distance Learning.

How Hybr id works?

Every student has been placed in Cohort A or B. Students from Cohort A will go to physical school on Mondays and Tuesdays. Students from 
Cohort B will go to physical school on Thursdays and Fridays. Wednesdays are virtual meetings for all students. Lunch for all hybrid learning 
students is at 11:15 AM. At 12:30 PM, when lunch is over, all students will continue the rest of their school day online, via distance learning. On 
your Cohort?s physical school days, you bring a fully charged NPS Chromebook. If you do not have one, you can request one from the school by 
contacting Family Tech Support. You also need to bring a charger, a reusable water bottle, and your backpack. You will be carring your backpack 
with you for the entire school day.  The doors open at 7:50 AM, giving students time to get ready for their class at 8:00 AM.

How is dist anced lunch going t o funct ion?

Lunch is at 11:15 AM. Students dismissed at 11:15 AM can grab a free Grab and Go lunch and head home. Students who will be dismissed at 2:35 
PM will eat their lunch in the cafeteria. Inside the cafeteria, there will be seats that are marked with a number. Seats labeled with numbers are 
safe for sitting- as opposed to unmarked seats (social distancing). Lunch is a time for students to take a rest before the rest of the day, an 
opportunity to run around a litt le bit before focusing on the rest of the day. Lunch is a reset of the students? focus, a time to get all the collective 
energy gathered from the morning used up.

Ok, so I know t he basics, but  what ?s m y schedule?

 School will start at 8:00 AM and begins with four in-person classes, including two core classes being Math, Social Studies, Science, or English, one 
FAA (fine-applied-arts) such as PE, Art, Tech, and Drama, and an extension. Students dismissed at 11:15 AM will be able to go home and eat lunch. 
Then students continue the rest of their school day online, consisting of advisory, two normal classes, and one FAA. For those doing 
asynchronous work, you will work independently until lunch, then after lunch you will have advisory, two core classes, and one FAA.

Is t here anyt hing else I should keep in m ind dur ing t he school day?

1. Always stick to the right side of the hallway and stay six feet apart 
2. Mask breaks are only with teacher permission. 
3. Only two people can enter the bathroom at a time. If you need to go to the bathroom and it is full, then you can wait outside in the 

hallway.
4. You will keep all your school supplies and everything you need ready in your backpack. 
5. Every grade has an assigned entrance/exit in and out of the school. 
6. Each student should clean their desks and materials with provided wipes before leaving the classroom.
7. For the 2 days students do not have hybrid school, make sure to check google calendar or Schoology to find out the asynchronous work 

your teachers have assigned. 
8. If you require help about your schedule, feelings about school, and other questions you might have, contact your grade?s guidance 

counselor, who will be more than happy to help you. 



Starting the School Year Remotely

By Andrew P. and Ethan L.

Covid-19 was on the rise in the dawn of 2020. At one point, the virus had nearly put many 

countries in quarantine. This dilemma was getting worse and affecting daily life everyday. 

Eventually, schools rotated into a remote system. Most people had never taught or 

learned in this way and everyone had to try new things and improvise.

Fast forward and Oak Hill began the school year remotely. When we had asked 6th grade 

math teacher Ms.Sack about this, she shared  ?I think that learning has been going pretty 

well during distant learning, and definitely better than it did in the Spring. There are some 

abilit ies that I have as a teacher in distance learning that I did not have when we were in 

person.? 

Even though there are positives, most people would gladly return to school in person. P.E 

teacher Mr.Drinan responded ?I had mixed feelings about starting the year off in this 

format. I would much prefer to be teaching physical education in the gym, with all of my 

students, under normal conditions.  However, given the circumstances, I think it 's best to 

prioritize the safety of everyone in the school.? Mr. Drinan as a P.E teacher had a hard role 

in keeping everyone active while sitting at a screen for about five hours every school day.

There were positives and negatives to starting the school year remotely. One difficulty 

when remote was that people did not have the ability to see their friends and teachers in 

person and they couldn?t interact with them as they would in any other school year. 

Spending too much time on the computer tires people out and hurts their eyes but is 

necessary to learn. The lack of commute time is a positive of online school which means 

more free time in the morning (giving time to prepare for school) and afternoon. It also 

means that during a small break between classes, students have down time to do what 

they want for 10 or five minutes. 

Covid has changed the way we 

learn, teach, and connect. It is a 

new style to which we all have 

adapted . There are positives and 

negatives in this new and 

different way of learning and life.



Administrator Profile - Ms. Geer

By: Theo Y.

As we all know, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, Oak Hill has plunged into a period of remote learning.  

We are learning over Zoom and completing assignments through Google Docs, Schoology, and countless 

other platforms.  One of the many leaders who has helped the 

school along this difficult journey is the Assistant Principal for 

Student Services, Ms. Geer, who has been a part of the 

community for 21 years.

 

Ms. Geer is a hard working administrator here at Oak Hill.  Her 

job is to oversee special education and mental health services for 

the building, support families/students with getting needed 

resources and to provide social/emotional/academic support.  

She works with staff to meet the needs of students with a range 

of academic and social/emotional needs. 

When asked, Ms. Geer shared that a difficult part of her job is 

that [it] often requires listening and supporting people when 

they are frustrated, angry, hurting, or in need of help.  ?This can 

weigh on me at times,? she said.  ?On the flip side, I love problem 

solving and helping others which is a huge part of this job.?

Ms. Geer then explained more about her part in adapting to COVID-19 at Oak Hill.  ?During remote 

learning, I am at school each day working with students and staff who are in the building as well as 

supporting staff, students, and families remotely,? she said.  When asked how she felt Ms. Geer also 

talked about her opinion on how Oak Hill was handling remote learning.  ?I think that we as a school 

really care and work hard to support the academic and social/emotional success of our students and 

want everyone to feel safe, welcome, and supported,? she said.  She also explained some challenges of 

remote learning.  ?I know that some students still do not feel connected to the community or feel like 

valued members of the community.  I feel we as a school can do more to understand/respect each 

other 's differences, support each other, and ensure that everyone feels welcome and safe.?  According to 

Ms. Geer, ?It is really important to me that everyone feels supported, heard, and gets what they need to 

succeed.  During this difficult time, I am reaching out to members of our community to help problem 

solve, listen when someone needs to be heard, and do litt le things to brighten people's day.  The Oak Hill 

community means the world to me. I am so lucky to work here and have just amazing people in my life.?  



Advisory

By Kinaan.S, David.B, and Neil.A

Advisory has been added to our school schedule this year as a replacement for Community Friday.  Many 

of us might be wondering, what is the whole point of advisory? According to Principal Harutunian, 

?advisory was made with wider goals then Community Friday, there is a specific routine that advisory 

teachers follow.? On Monday and Tuesday, the week begins with some goal setting and sharing anything 

new that happened in the school, over the weekend or after school.  On Wednesday and Thursday a new 

monthly theme is introduced.? October?s theme was Resilience. Usually on Friday there is a weekly wrap 

up and plans for the weekend are shared.  In total, Oak Hill has advisory 80 minutes a week versus only 

30 minutes of Community. 

Both Mr. Janow and Mr. Sedewitz seemed to like the ideas of small groups in advisory so students can 

participate and engage in activities. Other teachers also stated  that advisory allows students to form 

good friendships and helps people communicate and know each other better.  In spite of the positives 

associated with Advisory, both Mr Janow and Mr Sedewitz believe that in some scenarios the 20 minute 

advisory time is not the best for them.  Mr. Sedewitz added, ?I think advisory is typically the right amount 

of time, but every once in a while some activities would benefit from longer periods.? Ms. Stehle Oak Hill?s 

Librarian who also developed Advisory?s structure along with Ms. Calhoun, Ms. Lipman and Mr. 

Harutunian commented that she thinks it 's a stronger way to develop relationships in our building, and a 

good routine to begin almost every day.?  Advisory has had a good impact on us and the school. In the 

last 2 months we have learned that it is a helpful and beneficial time in our schedule.

         



Afterschool Clubs

By Sophia Y. and Noam L.
With hybrid and distance learning, there are some new changes, including online after-school clubs. This 

year most clubs will be remote with the exception of Running Club with Ms. Lipman, and Frisbee Golf with 

Mr. Sedewitz. There are going to be enormous challenges for teachers who are running clubs this year, 

some who are great with technology, others, not so much. We?ve interviewed some of the after-school 

club teachers to hear their opinions on this matter, and surprisingly, many are optimistic. Mr. Webster, 

head of the Math Counts group, says, ?We still have paper, we still have pencils, we st i l l  have each 

ot her .? In times like these, working together, supporting each other, helping each other is crucial. Mr. 

Sedewitz adds, ?Students were encouraging their peers? in a challenging activity. But teamwork is only 

part of what makes these clubs run.

Another imperative piece is flexibility. Even though teachers have limited space and resources, they?ve 

found interesting ways to cope.  Mr. Hunt, who is repsonsbile for  organizing the clubs said, ?When I was 

in 7th grade, my favorite teacher - Mrs. Kennedy - had a poster in the classroom that said, ?When Life 

Gives You Lem ons Make Lem onade?. I think all 

of us, staff and students alike, could turn quite a 

profit selling lemonade this year!? Make use of 

what you have at hand. Even though we?re not in 

person doesn?t mean we don?t have helpful tools. 

While Zoom is hard, that doesn?t mean it?s 

impossible to work with. Mr. Webster even found 

some bright spots. ?The ability to mute comes in 

handy sometimes. I think breakout rooms are 

going to allow us to have more fluid groups than 

ever before. We can have a room for a lesson, a 

quiet work room, and a collaborative work room.?

But flexibility and teamwork can only work in tandem with dedication.  Mr. Butler, head of the gardening 

club, has another case. He and his crew have been working hard to get the money they need to buy some 

more tools and plants. ?A lot of people think we just go outside and talk about plants everyday but there 

is more to it. The building, the budgeting and the fundraising. We need to be able to buy tools, promote 

our club and buy the plants.? What?s more, a lot of the people go to the Oak Hill garden to take care of it 

on  their own time. They want to stay on top of things instead of letting the club die out. They are being 

dedicated and taking matters into their own hands. While the same goes not just for clubs, but for the 

whole school year, it is our ability to adapt, work together and be flexibility, that will get us through.



The 2020 Presidential Election

By Sebastian A. and Bethesda Y.

On November 3rd, all of the world?s eyes were 

focused on The United States. Everyone was 

wondering whether, for the next four years, the 

leader of the country would be Republican 

incumbent Donald Trump, or his Democratic 

challenger, Joe Biden. For many, lives were at stake.

The big moment finally came on the morning of 

November 7th. After winning the state of 

Pennsylvania, Joe Biden reached the necessary 270 

electoral votes, becoming the 46th American 

president, and Donald Trump became the incumbent president to be ousted in more than a 

quarter-century. The election was a huge milestone for many people, as Mr. Biden?s running mate, 

Senator Kamala Harris of California, would soon become the first female, Black-American, and 

Asian-American Vice President. 

To most of Mr. Trump?s supporters, however, it was a devastating loss. Some were even so angry that they 

were unwilling to accept the outcome. Donald Trump has filed many lawsuits, demanded recounts, and 

claimed that the election was rigged and contained fraud.

Students at Oak Hill were given the chance to vote in a schoolwide mock election. This was designed to 

see who our school mostly supported; however, it was also made so we could have the chance to prepare 

for when we are able to vote. To keep things simple, the election was decided by the popular vote, not 

recreating the electoral college. With 472 votes,84% of all votes, Joe Biden and his running mate Kamala 

Harris placed first, while Donald Trump and Mike Pence came second, with 51 votes and 9.1% of all votes. 

Green Party candidates Howie Hawkins and Angela Walker received 24 votes and 4.3% of all votes, 

placing third, and Libertarians Jo Jorgensen and Jeremy Spike Cohen received 15 votes and 2.7% of all 

votes, placing fourth. 

Joe Biden has already announced some of his cabinet 

nominees, and the transition process is moving 

forward each day. Democrats see this as ?the time to 

heal,? as Mr. Biden puts it in his victory speech. He 

promises to unite the country and be a president to 

all Americans. We will soon see Joe Biden take action 

as soon as he is sworn in on January 20, 2021.



No Homework
By: Laura Z. and Ira S.

Due to the pandemic, many things have changed. One of those things is how students are being 
educated. One such change at Oak Hill is that  litt le to no homework is being assigned this year. 

Students had mixed feeling about this year 's no homework policy. One student said that they were glad 
because it gave them more free time after school, but that she was confused at first because homework 
is typically a big part of school. Another student added that she thought the decision for no homework 
would be supported by students regardless of the reason. Another student shared that they don?t agree 
with the decision, because there is still homework being assigned and they feel that they should learn 
things as thoroughly as possible. As for what students are doing with their extra time, responses included 
being able to join more after school clubs and being able to spend more time with friends virtually. 
Students were also asked if they thought there was more or less work in general this year, including 
classwork, homework, projects, and studying for tests. Most students said that it seems about the same 
as before, especially with the extra time being spent on screens for zoom and other work, but one 
student said that they thought there was less work in general. Multiple students also said that they think 
the amount of work being assigned is a good amount, and that they don?t think it should be more or less.  
Another student thought that  it is nice to be able to do work alongside the rest of the class, but that less 
homework meant more projects for them, and they?d rather have the usual homework.

When asked, Dr. Harutunian said that the main reason around the no homework policy is to "honor our 
commitment to supporting the social and emotional needs of students especially in the time of a 
pandemic". He added  that it is difficult to be working online and on devices for many hours each day for 
school, and because of this they wanted to keep work on screens outside of school hours to a minimum. 
He shared that administrators and teachers have communicated with both students and families that 
although there is no homework in its usual form, students are still expected to be reading, working on 
projects, and studying as normal while encouraging students to use their time to pursue non-academic 
interests, as well as using the time to socialize with friends and family. According to Mr. Haratunian, there 
are students using YouTube to try learn new things on their own and others spending more time 
outdoors walking, biking, hiking, gardening, skateboarding, playing basketball, and hanging out. Other 
students are reading, singing, listening to music, watching Netflix, playing video games, practicing and 
playing their instruments, drawing/sketching/painting/sculpting, playing chess, studying math, meeting in 
religious youth groups? among many other things. He is aware that teachers haven?t been able to cover 
the same volume of content due partly to the circumstance of distance learning.?  

A no homework decision has impacted all of our daily school lives. What the remainder of the year will 
look like for all of us is still unknown. Teachers and administrators alike are aware that they must remain 
flexible  for these most unusual times.



Book Reviews
By Emma R, Nora F, and Jasmine M

The genres and books we wrote about were based on the responses that 
you submitted to the Google Form that was filled out school wide. The 
main genres that everyone liked to read were Realistic Fiction, Fantasy, 
and Adventure, so those are the genres of the books that we reviewed.

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper - Realistic Fiction

Out of my Mind by Sharon M. Draper is a novel about an eleven year-old girl 
named Melody. Melody is disabled and has a difficult time doing most 
things, like speaking, writing, and brushing her teeth. But a very important 
machine solves one of those difficulties. She has never said one single word, 
but she is extremely intelligent. She has a photographic memory, so 
anything she sees or feels or hears gets tucked away inside her brain where 
she will never forget it. Melody signs up for a trivia competition and it does 
very well, with the help of her friends and family. The book is from Melody?s 
perspective, and is an amazing book for 10+ readers. This book was really 
touching and really brings into perspective the things that you never knew 
you never knew about other people?s lives and how they live. 

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riodan - Fantasy

After the death of their mother, Carter and Sadie Kane have  been separated 
from one another for 6 years until one unfortunate Christmas eve. They 
realize that there?s fathers' Egyptology studies are for the sake of the world. 
But when Set, the god of chaos, has been unleashed from his prison, who 
knows what unspeakable evil lurks in the future. Carter and Sadie now must 
journey to find a way to defeat Set, while along the way, they find a clan 
called the house of life, a group of magicians that have been around since 
the time of the pharaohs. Can Carter and Sadie stop Set from turning the 
world into a monstrosity, or will they be devoured by one of his minions?

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty - Fiction

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl, by Stacy McAnulty, is a great book for 
ages 10 and up. It is about a girl named Lucy, who got struck by lightning 
when she was very young. But instead of getting hurt, she gets an 
extraordinary power . . . the power to do speedy math. Lucy can multiply any 
combination of numbers, and she sees numbers in a way different than 
everybody else. Since she was like an 11 year old Einstein, she has never 
gone to school. She has homeschooled herself online (with help from her 
grandmother) for her entire life. But this year is the start of Middle School, 
and her Grandmother is making her go to Middle School for one entire year. 
This book is amazing and good for anyone who is interested in humor, and a 
mix of fiction, and realistic fiction. You should definitely read this book!



How to Stay Active During The Coronavirus

By Anika and Sidhaan

March 13, 2020 was the day that COVID-19 impacted the Newton Public Schools. Since then people had to 

try to figure out what ways were the best ways to try and stay active. We asked the Oak Hill P.E. teachers 

to share their recommendations on how to stay active and heard from students how they stayed active 

during quarantine.

There are many different ways of keeping yourself active including: running, walking, biking, rollerblading 

and more. Taking walks with a friend, pet, or family member along (with a mask of course) could make it 

more enjoyable rather than doing it alone.  Another thing many people do are fitness workouts from a 

video on YouTube or an app on their phones. They can be fun and challenging. Doing it with someone 

can make it even more fun. You can go to the park, on the road (just be careful), or on a hike in the woods 

for some exercise. If you have any after school sports activities is also a good way to stay active.

In the spring, Oak Hill PE teachers conducted a survey to find out what people did to stay active. A few 

hundred students participated in this survey. Some of the most common ones are walking, biking, jogging 

and fitness videos.

A lot of teachers have been working out in different ways. Our PE teacher- Mr. Gerson says he likes taking 

walks and going to the beach. He usually walks around 3 miles whenever he goes to Chestnut Hill 

Reservoir. Apparently it?s really pretty and great for social distancing. Another P.E. teacher, Mr. Drinan, 

also recommends trying to do your activities outside or in nature. His primary way of staying active is by 

either long walks, lift ing weights, and playing basketball with his 

kids.  

Being active is important but staying active is key. A way that you can 

ensure that you are staying active is by using devices to track your 

steps. These strategies can include using a pedometer, a Fitbit, or 

even an app on your phone. You should try to hit about 10,000 steps 

per day to guarantee that you are being active enough. If you don?t 

have one of these gadgets, you can use conversion charts. These 

conversion charts are sometimes more accurate than other tools. 

For example, if you do a sport that doesn?t require walking but you 

are still active, you could use one of these conversion charts for it. 

So instead of tracking your steps it finds out how much energy your 

body uses and converts that into a number of steps. 

These conversion charts can help you hit 10,000 steps 

much easier if you weren?t able to before.

Now that you know many ways to stay active, 

including ways recommended by our Oak Hill P.E. 

teachers, put it to use and try to be as active as 

possible. Good Luck!

You can find a conversion chart at this link.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a_alpyocOOan6E67qs_X20qbrZMuvJr1ALr3zqFbnKg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a_alpyocOOan6E67qs_X20qbrZMuvJr1ALr3zqFbnKg/edit


Halloween
By:Aleeza A. and Ariel L.
2020 has been a very different, strange year and many things are different due to the 
quarantine. So, it is no shock that Halloween was as well. Halloween took place on October 
31st and it?s a day to dress up and go trick or treating with your friends. The history of 
Halloween goes back 2000 years in what is now modern Ireland, France, and the United 
Kingdom. Halloween used to be on November 1st and was celebrating human death, not 
much like Halloween now. But later versions included many things we do now like apple 
bobbing and dressing up in costumes. These and many more usually end up in 
candy-filled stomachs and human contact, whether that?s going to costume parties, or 
going door to door filling your bucket with candy. But now, with a pandemic upon us, how 
did we celebrate Halloween? Multiple people from each grade shared what they did for 
Halloween this year. 
A few students responded that they safely went trick or treating while wearing masks. For 
them, nothing much has changed, for it was a pretty normal Halloween wearing but with 
masks. At least this year, they don?t have to find their way through large crowds of people. 
Others celebrated Halloween by having outdoor parties with friends. A popular option was 
also watching movies with friends. And as a substitute for trick or treating, many people 
have bought candy, either to hand out to friends, or just for themselves to enjoy. 
A lot of families chose to put a candy-filled bowl outside of their house for the ones who 
did go trick or treating. Even though people had gone trick or treating, not everyone had a 
costume. Many people wore their costumes from last year or none at all. Virtual escape 
rooms also became very popular, and they consisted of special templates of escape rooms 
so you could make them yourself and websites specifically made with an escape room. 
Some teachers even made clues that worked with their units of study so they could use 
the escape rooms in class. These are all a few ways that people have spent their Halloween 
time. 
Halloween this year was different, and so has everything else . We all had to make changes 
in our lifestyle because of Covid. But, that hasn?t stopped us from enjoying ourselves 
safely. No matter how you celebrated Halloween, or how you?ll celebrate the upcoming 
holidays, what matters is one?s health and the 
ones close to you. Maybe you didn?t do 
anything at all, or maybe you went trick or 
treating like always, in the end, the most 
important thing is that even though the 
traditions you have were altered, you will still 
have them for the future. 



Video Games People are Playing Today

By:Axl S.

 Are you sitting at home, bored out of your mind because you have no idea what games 

people play around here? Are you looking for that one, perfect article that will make you a 

STAR? Well this is the article for you! In this article we will go in depth about all the games 

kids are playing in newton RIGHT NOW. 

1. Among Us. The game invites you to grab 
10 friends or 10 random people and walk 
around a ship. Little do you know, one or 
two of your friends is an imposter. They 
jump out randomly at people, taking 
them out in a variety of different ways. 
For just 4.99 on PC or free on mobile, this 
game is great for people looking for 
something to do with friends.

2. Minecraft. Do I need to speak? This is the most 
popular game of all time. You can place blocks. You 
can BREAK blocks. You can PUNCH BLOCKS. But 
seriously though, this is one of the most beautiful 
games you can play. If you don?t know about this 
game then you have most likely been living under a 
rock for 10 years. Hopefully you found some 
diamonds under that rock, cause you're gonna need 
them against your pro friends. Also, if you're ever 
bored with the vanilla game, the huge array of mods 
should keep you company for a while. For 27.99, it is 
one of the best games to buy. 
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